
 

 

 

 

2021 SUMMER NEWSLETTER  
 

President’s Column 
By Tom Lindblom 

 

The situation in Ixtapa / Zihuatanejo is improving, with vaccines 
now available and businesses re-opening.  Although the peak 
tourism season was lost, the “all inclusive” national tourists have 
now returned, although with reduced numbers. As a result, the 
local economy is now improving.  
 
Although the 2021 Sponsor-Student Breakfasts and Benefit 
Dinner were cancelled, the work of the organization in 
Zihuantanejo continued uninterrupted.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our sponsors, we have been able to distribute over $60,000 in 
Emergency assistance in addition to the normal becas to our 
students.  Jose reports that this Emergency assistance was 
essential to many of the families and that they have been 
incredibly appreciative and thankful.                                                      (Jose 
Bustos during a recent assistance distribution.) 
 
We are very pleased to welcome Mike Gallagher to the Board.  Many of you will recognize Mike and Kathy from the 
Sponsor-Student Breakfasts as the sponsors of multiple students as well as generous contributors to our Scholarship 
program.  Mike replaces long standing member Sue Dehart who has recently retired from the board.  There are more 
details in the newsletter.  
 
Normally we highlight our scholarship recipients at the annual Sponsor-Student Breakfast. Since we didn’t have that 
opportunity, we are using this newsletter to introduce you to the 2020-2021 recipients by sharing their letters to their 
scholarship sponsors.   
 
And lastly, we have included an article from Steve Leighton about our beloved Jose Bustos. 
 
Please save the dates - we believe that we will be able to resume our annual events in Zihuantanejo this winter, with the 
Sponsor-Student Breakfast slated for February 13, 2022 and the Benefit Dinner for February 17, 2022. 
 
Thanks again for your ongoing support and I hope to see many of you in person in Mexico this winter. 
 

   
 

Save the Dates 

January Sponsor-Student Breakfast – Sunday, January 16, 2022 
February Sponsor-Student Breakfast – Sunday, February 13, 2022 

2020 Benefit Dinner – Thursday, February 17, 2022 
Registration forms are available on our website, www.friendsofninosadelante.org  

use the “Click here for reservations” link 

http://www.friendsofninosadelante.org/


 
 

Board of Directors Changes 

 
February’s annual Board meeting registered the retirement of one Director and the election of another.   
 
Long standing member Sue Dehart, retired from the board.  I join the board in thanking her for her years of service.  Sue 
continues to be active in the organization and we look forward to her ongoing participation. 
 
Mike Gallagher joins the board as a Director. Mike and his wife Kathy are no strangers to Friends of Niños.  They have met 
some of you personally at the Student Breakfasts and many of our sponsors know them by name through their generous 
donations to our special scholarship program. They are residents of Vancouver B.C., and they generally visit Zihuantanejo 
each year. 
 

February in Zihuantanejo 
 
During our appeal updates we shared just how few tourists were in Zihuantanejo during February, which is normally “peak 
tourist season”.  Here are some pictures taken in February of areas that are normally crowded. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Jose Bustos 
By Steve Leighton 

 

Most of you know Jose Bustos that runs our Ninos Adelante Organization, but 
many likely do not know his story. My wife and I had a good conversation with 
him recently and we asked him many questions about his past and how he got 
to where he is today. We found it a very interesting story, so I thought I would 
try and share it with you. 
 
Jose was born in the mountains in a small ranch called “El Faisan” where he lived 
with his parents: Don Ramon Bustos and Dona Victoria Islas, where the closest 
town was “Vallecitos”. They had to come to Vallecitos that provided all they 
needed and it was the only place around where they had an elementary school. 
This meant they had to go to Vallecitos walking or riding horse for five hours. 
Then Jose’s parents had to stay at the ranch to work to maintain 8 daughters and 
5 sons, 13 kids in total. For that reason, the oldest daughter was the one in charge 
of taking care the younger siblings by the time they started elementary school. 

They had to travel every weekend to el Faisan to help the parents maintain the ranch. During this time, most of the kids 
only studied until 5th or 6th grade, basically to learn how to read and write. Don Ramon and Dona Victoria considered it 
was enough education since they themselves never attended school. 
 
When Jose was a young boy, he was walking along a path up in the woods on the land his family owned where he grew 
up in the mountains. One day he found a piece of paper that was quite colorful. He did not know what it was, so he brought 
it home and gave it to his parents. It turned out to be a $50 peso bill (that was worth a lot of money in those days). His 
Father quickly bought a pig to start raising animals to feed the family. At the insistence of his Mother (after all, he was the 
one that found the money), he was given his first pair of shoes. A great start for a great guy! 
 
Jose’s Father wanted him to stay in the mountains and become a farmer, but one day the principal of a new school that 
was being founded in Zihuantanejo visited Vallecitos to convince the parents to send their kids to school. It was then, after 
one trip to town, Jose had a great desire to attend school. His Father took him to town to find a school. He needed 
transportation but did not know what a taxi was. Jose said it must be one of those white cars because they all look alike! 
He was allowed to pursue his dream of an education. He started in the 7th grade and stayed for the first six months with 
cousins where he had to walk half an hour to get to school. After that he found bed and food at a teacher’s house and at 
that time, he moved in with his teacher’s family. For his room and board, his job was to watch over the chickens and a 
cow. One day while tending to the cow, he fell asleep and lost the cow. After several long hours of searching, he finally 
found the cow. He was very relieved when he did. Along with the cow, he had to get up at 5:30am to raise the chickens as 
well. He was 13-14 years old at that time and he lived with this family for 2 years. In high school, he worked as a mechanic 
to earn money and support himself, but it was difficult to do so. He then moved in with another family who offered him a 
job at a Taco stand. That is where Jose got his start in the food service business. While working at the taco stand, he met 
people who worked at hotels and he got interested in getting a job in a hotel, even though he wasn’t old enough. He 
learned how to be a hard worker at a very young age. At the age of 17, in 1982 he was a dishwasher at the Las Brisas Hotel. 
It was difficult to keep up with 8 hours of work and 7 hours at school because he hardly had time to sleep. By then he 
rented a small room and became independent. In 1983, Jose started working at Sheraton hotel now called Barcelo as a 
bus boy, where in no time, he became a waiter. He worked there until 1987. At first, because his English was not the best, 
a customer would ask him a question about the menu and he had to make up an answer or try to explain it as best he 
could. The other waiters would stand by and laugh at him when he could not explain the menu item correctly. Since that 
day, Jose memorized the menu and would watch the cook during the preparation to insure he could answer questions 
correctly and honestly. The other waiters soon were asking him for help to explain things to their customers. A star was 
born! 



 
 
Later in 1987 he had visions of great things upon hearing the stories about people working in Cancun. That is when he 
made the decision to leave Zihua and make his way in Cancun. He worked there for about 16 months before he realized 
that it was better to be near family (and things were not that great in Cancun) and decided to return to Zihua. 
 
In 1988 he returned to Zihua and worked at the Las Brisas for 6 months and then went to the Dorado Pacifica as a waiter 
for another 6 months. The problem was during the high season things were good, but in the off-season things were tough. 
In 1990, he worked at the Omni Hotel (now the Park Royal) and stayed there until 1992. From that point on, he started at 
the Fontan Hotel where he is today.  
 
He met a guy one day that he became good friends with. That guy was Bob Albright. Bob was already friends with some 
of Jose’s cousins, so Jose was a natural fit. 
 
Bob and Marilyn brought some of their friends to the restaurant where Jose was working and there was an instant 
connection. They all quickly became friends and started going to the beach to grill lobsters on Jose’s day off. This group of 
people turned out to be Bob & Marilyn Albright, Jack & Adrienne Baldwin and Bob & Leone Leighton (my parents). 
 
During the following years, Jose got involved in Ninos Adelante. It was a “grass roots” organization without many kids. The 
early organizers soon saw the opportunity to expand and eventually, the then President, Ty Bujold, went through the 
process to make us a 501 (C) 3 Minnesota Non-Profit in 1998. As they say, the rest is history! 
 
Here are some circa 1989-1990 photos: 

       (L-R) Jack and Adrienne Baldwin, Leone and Bob Leighton                                         

      (L-R) Leone and Bob Leighton, and Bob Albright 
 
 
 
 

(L-R) Bob Leighton  
and Marilyn Albright 

 
 

  
 

 

 



 
 

2020-2021 Scholarship Recipients 
 

Congratulations to each of the scholarship recipients and our 

thanks to the generous scholarship contributors who have made 

these awards possible. 

 
Student Award School Course 

Daniela  
Perez 

Campos 

Irene Sheahen 
Memorial 

Scholarship 

Tecnológico  
de Morelia 

Biochemical Engineering 

Alejandra 
Castañeda 
Gallardo 

Mike and Kathy 
Gallagher 

Scholarship 

Tecnológico 
Zihuatanejo 

 

Accounting 

Daniela 
Figueroa  
Pineda 

Jocelyn Servick and  
Gary Steinhafel 

Scholarship 

Instituto América 
Zihuatanejo 

Nursing 

Jackeline 
Gutierrez 

Barona 

Jocelyn Servick and  
Gary Steinhafel 

Scholarship 

UNID Uruapan Digital Graphic Design 

Ricardo 
Hernández 

Garcia 

Jocelyn Servick and  
Gary Steinhafel 

Scholarship 

Universidad 
Tecnologica 

Petatlán 

Engineering 

Fernanda 
Benitez 
Cortes 

Jocelyn Servick and  
Gary Steinhafel 

Scholarship 

Chiapas Nursing Nursing 

Natalia 
Madora 

Nick August Memorial 
Scholarship 

Universidad 
Tecnologica 

Petatlán 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Scholarship: Irene Sheahen Memorial Scholarship 

Recipient: Daniela Perez Campos 

School:   Tecnológico de Morelia 

Course:  Biochemical Engineering 

 

Dear Claudia & Christopher Shea, 

I’m writing this letter to let you know a little bit about me and so you know how thankful 
I am for this support. 

I’m so glad to be considered the winner of this scholarship; you have no idea of how 
significant this will be in my life. I’ve heard a lot about your parents, if you get to see them soon 
please express them my gratitude. I’d like to keep in touch with you, because I think that’s what 
this program is about more than just money. Also this will help me a lot with my English writing 
skills (sorry for the mistakes). I’m looking forward to one day meet you in person and share with 
you all my gratitude and crazy thoughts. 

Well, I’ll let you know about me and my story, my email is at the end of this letter. 
My name is Daniela Perez-Campos. I’m 18 years old and I was born in Newnan, Georgia. My 
story in Niños began 6 years ago when I was going to start seventh grade. They assigned me to 
my sponsors Emily and Stan Karhoff, and from that moment my life changed completely. My 
family is made up of 5 members, my mom's name is Leticia, my dad's name is José Antonio, my 

older sister's name is Mayra and my younger sister's name is Ximena. My dad works in a workshop where they make 
windows, mirrors and that kind of stuff. My mother doesn’t work but on certain days of the week she bakes some bread 
to sell and help a little with the family expenses. 

I finished high school with a final grade of 9.6, I remember that when I started high school my goal was to finish it 
with a good grade to be able to obtain a special scholarship since the career I want to study is not in any university nearby, 
which meant having to move to another city where there was one. Now I’m glad to be considered a winner of this 
scholarship. Currently I’m studying my College studies; the major I chose is Biochemical Engineering. I took an exam in 
Guadalajara and Morelia and luckily I was accepted in both, but I had to make a decision, so I chose Morelia because of its 
proximity and costs. 

For now my goal is to finish my degree because I know how difficult it is and even more when I know that I have 
to leave my family and live alone. I dream of being someone very important one day and I have never had a desire for 
money, but if I had the possibility of being financially stable one day, I would like to help others since apart from the 
opportunity to study, this program helped me to pay my English lessons and  my  two Cambridge certifications, without 
Niños it wouldn’t have been possible and it is thanks to this fact that I felt that many doors were opened for me, such as 
being a teacher at Miss Stella's school and working with José Bustos at helping others. All this thanks to God, the 
foundation and people who are willing to help others without knowing us. 

I hope to finish my university studies and my goal for now for when that time comes is to study a master's degree 
in the USA or in another country to be able to work and develop professionally. Maybe I will or maybe not, but if I have 
learned something, it is that nothing is impossible even if it seems so. 

During this time that I’ve worked with José, apart from discovering the incredible person he is, I discovered the 
importance of a second language and the reason for the insistence for us to learn. 

I end my letter expressing my deep gratitude to the Foundation, José, my sponsors and especially to you for the 
opportunity you are giving me to be a better person and for giving me the necessary motivation to study and never stop 
following my dreams.  
 
THANK YOU. 
Sincerely, Dany 
 

 



 
 
 
  

Scholarship: Jocelyn Servick and Gary Steinhafel Scholarship 

Recipient: Daniela  Figueroa Pineda 
School:   Instituto América Zihuatanejo 

Course:  Nursing  

 

Dear Jocelyn & Gary, 

Hello, my name is Daniela Figueroa Pineda, I’m 18 years old and I live in Zihuatanejo . My 
parents are Fidel Figueroa and Nicolasa Pineda and I have 4 siblings. I’ve been part of the 
foundation for 5 years thanks to the wonderful people who decided to sponsor me, I am 
very grateful to them for all the support provided to me and my family.  

I also want to thank you Jocelyn & Gary for your donation, this will be of great help in my 
studies, now more than ever since we live in difficult times with this pandemic, it is a 
reality that this disease is affecting many families with health problems and financially. 

It’s a motivation for me to have people who believe in my potential and are willing to 
continue helping young people like me. It was really a very great joy that I felt knowing 
that I had been chosen as a candidate for this scholarship and even more joyful when 
knowing that I had been one of the winners, I am really very grateful to you and I hope 
one day to meet and thank you personally. 

I have just finished my High School studies and I am starting my new stage as a College student, I chose the major of 
Nursing because I really like helping people who need it, providing the best possible care to patients and the care required 
since many times I have seen that nurses who work in different hospitals tend to be in a bad mood and treat patients with 
great indifference, so my purpose would be to be able to change that aspect, being a better person in the matter of 
attitude. Besides, the community itself has this concept that nurses are bad, so my goal is to change that. I would also like 
to know more about the human body, how it works and the importance of each of its parts, I like children very much, 
seeing how little by little they grow inside the woman's body, until the moment in which they are born. 

To achieve this purpose, I got into Instituto América which is one of the best schools in the area, its only drawback is the 
tuition since it is a monthly payment, but the teachers who teach there are very good at teaching, I am sure that I will 
really learn a lot. The institution has a good study plan, that was what caught my attention and it was also what convinced 
me to study there, also influenced by the fact that it is located a bit close to my house. 

My first goal would be to finish my studies with a good final grade also to be the best in the class and to get recognition 
for it, I am sure that this would make my family very happy, and they would be proud of me. After achieving this, comes 
what would be much more important for me, which is to get a job in my area, since now I have the opportunity to achieve 
my purpose I’d like to put my knowledge and skills into practice, help people who need it, for this I would like to work at 
the IMSS or the General Hospital or any other public institution. 

I consider myself a friendly person, who cares about the well-being and health of others, this is what helped me make the 
decision to study this career, and the fact that I am not afraid of blood. I’m not one of the people who like to exercise, but 
from time to time I do it because I know it is good for my health. On high school I took a Karate class, I liked this one, I 
think this was for me, but I stopped going. Now I only dedicate myself to school. 

 I say goodbye with a cordial greeting, and I thank you for this opportunity that you give me. 

Daniela Figueroa Pineda  



 
 
 
 
Scholarship: Jocelyn Servick and Gary Steinhafel Scholarship 
Recipient: Jackeline Gutierrez Barona  
School:   UNID Uruapan  

Course:  Digital Graphic Design 

 

Dear Gary and Jocelyn, 
 

Thanks to you and your donation, I’ve been benefited with the special scholarship, 
with this help I will be able to continue with my academic studies and more due to the 
difficult situation we are all going through, I am very happy to continue being part of 
the foundation Niños Adelante and I owe everything to you. So that you understand 
a little more I will tell you a little bit of my life. 
 
My name is Jackeline Gutiérrez Barona, I was born on October 18th, 2001 in 
Zihuantanejo, Guerrero.  I am about to turn 19 years old, my mother's name is Leticia 
Barona and my father's name is Guadalupe Gutiérrez, my brother Fernando and I are 
very close, we both play soccer and exercise together. I really like the beach, drawing, 
designing and creating accessories for me, currently I have a small business of 
handmade bracelets and necklaces that I make myself using the weaving technique, 
since I was a child I have practiced it and until now I was able to start my business. 
 
I am currently at UNID University, which is located in Uruapan, Michoacán. I study 
digital graphic design. My dream is to be able to finish my degree with good grades 

and from there continue to specialize in my studies, that is why I will focus on graphic communication with which I will be 
able to work in animation companies, marketing and many more creating and designing which is what I am passionate 
about, In addition, my career helped me to better promote my small business. 
 
I entered the Fundación Niños Adelante when I was in the first year of secondary school, and I have spent 6 beautiful years 
here. 
 
The foundation motivated me to give my best at all times to make my sponsors proud, unfortunately my sponsor Nicholas 
August passed away 4 years ago, he was in Ixtapa so I was able to attend his funeral and give comfort to his wife Kathryn, 
Although it was a hard blow, she continued to pay attention to me at all times and I to her. However, this did not last long, 
This year I received the sad news that my godmother Kathryn had passed away. 
 
I know they would be proud of me, I achieved what I promised them, My achievements I owe to them, to my dear 
godparents. Now that they are gone, I understood that it was time to leave the foundation, but you have given me my 
hope back and I am infinitely grateful for that, I promise to do my best and show you that you were not wrong by giving 
me your help. 
 
I am grateful to the foundation for the support it has given me all these years. 
 
Jackeline Gutierrez Barona  
 
 

 

 



 
 

Scholarship: Jocelyn Servick and Gary Steinhafel Scholarship 

Recipient: Ricardo Hernández Garcia 
School:   Universidad Tecnologica Petatlán 
Course:  Engineering  

 

Dear Gary and Jocelyn, 
 
My name is Ricardo Hernandez Garcia I am eighteen years old, I was born here in 
Zihuantanejo, Gro. I currently live in the colony Primer Paso Cardenista fifteen 
minutes far from the Main beach. My mother´s name is Maria Claudia Garcia 
Luviano she works as a housekeeper in a house in Ixtapa, my father´s name is 
Richard Francisco Hernandez Navarrete he works as a electrician in a Hotel in 
Ixtapa, I have just one sister, her name is Isis Gissel Hernandez Garcia, she is 
youngest than me and she is studying the Junior High School, we live in my 
grandmother’s house, her name is Marcelina Luviano Guillen. 
 
I have been benefited with this special scholarship thanks to your donation to 
fulfill my dreams, it will be a great help to me and my parents to study in the 
University that I choose without problems and also can achieve my dream of finish 
my studies, and this is a big reason and motivation to keep working hard every 
day until achieve my goal of be a professional engineer. 

 
I would like to tell you a little more about me and my experience taking part in the Foundation Ninos Adelante, thanks to 
Mr. Jose Bustos I had the opportunity to enter to the foundation Niños Adelante four years ago, I am sponsored since 
2016 from Thomas Taylor and Marcia Edison, since the moment I took part in the Family of Niños Adelante my life changed 
because apart from having the support of my parents and all my family I got more support from the foundation and my 
sponsors. Being in the foundation has helped me to achieve some of my goals as study, learn new things as a new language 
also meet many people who are friends who I can count every moment I need it. Also, thanks to the foundation I got 
opportunities as study the English Language, since I entered to the foundation, I start study English. Fortunately, the last 
year I got a certification in the level B1 of English, and Nowadays I keep preparing myself to get the next level of 
certification of English. The classes that I took helped me to improve my skills to write in English and I lost the fear to speak 
in English to some volunteer teachers who come here to Zihuatanejo on January or February each year. 
 
Four months ago I finished the High School online, I study in the CONALEP (Colegio Nacional de Educacion Profesional 
Tecnica) in this High School I study the Technical Career of Industrial Electromechanics which is about in which we learn 
about the maintenance area within a company. During this time, I also study the baccalaureate of mathematical physics. 
I achieved my high school degree with a 9.6. 
 
I am working hard to achieve my dream of be an Engineer when I finish my studies, I am so excited for study the University, 
because this is a big opportunity to keep preparing myself, get new knowledge, learn new things and meet new people, I 
am studying in the Universidad Tecnologica de la Costa Grande de Guerrero (UTCGG) which is located in Petatlan, Gro. I 
was accepted in this university where I will start to study the Technical Career of Automotive Mechanic, then when I finish 
that I could start to study the Metalworking Engineering, both career take four years to accomplish. I choose those careers 
because are related to the one I studied at High School and where I have learned to fix many things that we use every day 
in our live like electro domestics also to work with energy, in the Automotive Mechanic is a career where you learn about 
how motors works and principally how cars work, the other one is more involve in the machines and the work process in 
industries. 
Other reason why I prefer to study in this University because in that I have the opportunity of get a interchange to other 
country, depending the career that I am studying is the place where I can go in the interchange, the most common places 
to go to study are United Stated, Canada or France, or those are the ones I know and I am interested in that because I 



 
have some knowledge of English which is a requirement to get the opportunity to study abroad so in my case could be 
easier to get one.  That could be great to help me to prepare myself and be a better engineer and is a way to travel to 
learn new things, go to a new place, meet more people, and get new experiences.  
 
Petàtlan is 50 minutes or an hour far from Zihuantanejo and traveling every day to classes is complicated and also a little 
expensive, so I will move to Petatlan where I will rent a room near to the University, I will be there from Mondays to 
Fridays and on weekends I will come back to Zihuantanejo while I am studying at the University. I started to study online 
on September, that will be the way I will keep preparing myself to get new knowledge until it’s safe to go to face-to-face 
classes. Depending how the situation with the pandemic is, I probably will start to go to the University in January of the 
next year.  
 
I would love to thank you for the support you are giving me as it is a great help to me and my parents, and much more in 
these difficult times that we are living. 
 
Ricardo Hernandez Garcia 
 
 
Scholarship: Jocelyn Servick and Gary Steinhafel Scholarship 

Recipient: Fernanda Benitez Cortes 
School:   Chiapas Nursing 

Course:  Nursing 

 

Dear Jocelyn & Gary, 

 

My name is Fernanda Benítez Cortes I’ve been part of Niños Adelante for 5 years now, 

thanks to the foundation I am currently enrolled in the National School of Civil Protection 

in the state of Chiapas studying the first year of the degree in Prehospital Medical 

Emergencies. 

 

I was selected for the scholarship, and I am very grateful for the support. With this 

scholarship it will be possible for me to continue with my studies since we are going 

through difficult situations due to the pandemic, but that’s not going to stop me. I really 

want to learn everything; as well as I want to improve myself and therefore this is a great 

opportunity to continue. 

 

By studying Emergency Medical I hope to learn as much as I can, I’m fascinated by the 

idea that in the near future I will be able to go out and feel all that adrenaline of helping in emergencies, I also plan to 

study a master's degree when I finished my current major, since with a master's degree I could go out and work in different 

states and even travel to other countries, see new places while practicing what I like the most. 

 

It would be a dream for me to finish my degree so then in the future I can be the one who can support the children in my 

situation. 

Thank you again for this opportunity, 

 

 Fernanda Benitez Cortes 

 

 



 
Scholarship: Nick August Memorial Scholarship 

Recipient: Natalia Madora 

School:   Universidad Tecnologica Petatlán 

 

Dear Laen August: 
 

Hello, my name is Natalia Naviki Madora Sánchez, I´m 17 years old and I´ve been 
in Niños Adelante foundation since junior high school, I´ve been here almost 6 
years. My two older siblings and my younger sister are in the foundation too. My 
favorite hobby is cooking and listening to music, also i like to take pictures of 
landscapes, clouds and flowers. 
 
I want to study Tourism at Universidad Tecnológica de la Costa Grande de 
Guerrero (UTCGG) at Petatlán. I chose this career because i would like to travel, 
meet new people, culture and places. I want to be a businesswoman too, specialist 
at service, entertainer, and accommodation. I studied accounting at high school 
and my accounting teacher at the end of the semester gave us a project that 
consist in make our own business and handle the accounting stuffs, the documents 
that we need legally as a company and the business case. Then i was at contest 
with my two older siblings, named Young Business Challenge, it is a contest that 

sponsors Nivea, where you enter at a business management emulator on internet and we were semi- finalist. So I started 
to get interested on business. 
 
My favorites memories that i have from the foundation are the English classes, at Calmecac and the English conversation 
classes at the church. Shelagh, Ross and Tim are very sweet and a good teacher too. The classes were always funny. The 
miss Anna and Estela have a very good method of teaching, you´re learning and having fun at the same time. I´m truly 
grateful to be part of this great family, I met a lot of nice people that now I´m friends with, very good teachers and my 
godmother Jane. I remember that I met my godmother Jane when I was at Casa Pacifica, Karol came with her and 
introduced to each other. She had a lovely and nice smile. When I became an adult i would like to sponsor a kid as I was, 
make him/her possible to make them dreams come true. 
 
I want to say to you thank you very much, I have benefited from the scholarship by your donation, It means a lot to me 
the help you are giving me and more nowadays that we are going through these difficult times. I´ll try very hard, thank 
you so much. 
 
Natalia Naviki Madora Sánchez 
 
 
 

                                Amazon Smile Benefits Friends of Niños 
 

By using the Amazon Smile program you can benefit Friends of Niños 
Adelante and it doesn’t cost you anything.  Signup is at 
https://smile.amazon.com/  and you only need to select Friends of Niños 
Adelante one time and then (important) place future orders from the 
smile.amazon.com page.  This then automatically generates a contribution 
for every purchase.  Please pass this on to all of your contacts and let’s see 
if we can build another source of income for our Friends of Niños 

organization.   
Thanks to all for helping us out and from the kids! 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 
 
Scholarship: Mike and Kathy Gallagher Scholarship  
Recipient: Alejandra Castañeda Gallardo  
School:   Tecnológico Zihuatanejo 
Course:  Accounting 

Dear Mr. Mike and Mrs. Kathy Gallagher:  
 

I hope you and your family are very well. 
 
My name is Alejandra Castañeda Gallardo. My father's name is Lamberto 
Castañeda Saguilan and my mother's name is Marissa Gallardo Carmona.  
Currently I am studying in the “Tecnológico de la Costa Grande.” In the first 
year of the Public Accountant major. 
 
I am a student of Niños Adelante who has benefited from your financial aid and 
who is enormously grateful for the help you’ve given me, because it is not only 
about the financial reason but also about the pride and satisfaction that seeing 
me supported in such difficult times due to the pandemic situation. 
 
It fills me with great joy and happiness knowing that you are my “new 
sponsors”. I thank you very much for your donation and the great opportunity 
you give me to continue with my university studies. Thank you for providing a 
better future for students. 
 
I promise to do my best with this great opportunity and continue to be a 
dedicated student. 

 
I thank you a lot for your generosity and supporting students to continue their studies successfully.  
 
I hope to build a nice relationship with you and that we maintain good communication. 
 
Regards! 
 
Alejandra Castañeda Gallardo 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Website 
www.friendsofninosadelante.org 

 
Questions/Comments 

tom@tomlindblom.com 

http://www.friendsofninosadelante.org/
mailto:tom@tomlindblom.com

